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?he following repragent the personal opinions and attituces of Alexander 
Svoles (SK-ELD) in regard te various situations as they exist today: 


Hom slon Regarding the General Si tnation in Greace 


Re in the opinion of Alexender Svolos, tha reagtionary stand of the present 
Goverument presages great dangers for the future. . The persecution, under 
vations guises (exile, exclusion fron civil service, etc.) of persons wha 
are not Conmimista and who cannot be accused of any subversive act what- 
ever, may Well heress a large part of the Greek population for a long time 
w came, and the country tay still remain divided even when the legal 
Severmont gains centro over the situation. 
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“he oresent Government and its administration cught te restere resl aquaid ty 
wong Citizana who ere neither Communiats nor reeponsible for illegal 
fevolutionary aetivities. I¢ would be especially desirable, Svolos felt, 
after the restoration of tranquillity in the country, to create an atmos- 
phere which would imbue all citizens (whether beloxging to the left or 

right wing) with a deep sentiment which would put an end te aots of 

“evengs endangering property, family and life as well. 


Hositlon, Reenrding Recent KKR Decisions * 


the the recent KKE communiques which have bean nade public regurding the fate 
of Greek Macedonia will have « fatal effect unon the Party and its future 
'm Greece, just as during the period of 1924-1935, when KKE ectopted a 
similar position in favor of the "Catholie (sic - Universal, or Integral?) 
independenas of Macedonia. 

4, vee) commninne was somewhat of a enock, ag no Graek belonging te sny party 
ox of any ideology can accept the mutilation of national territory, The 

agatement of KKE in revard to Macedoula has opened a chasm between the 

eaders of this Party end the reat of the nation. : 


fa t% is certain that the sentiments of soma of those who are fighting in 
the front lines against the legal Government of Greece have changed. The 
Autegrity of national terri tory should be an absolute ALBS ue non. 
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Position Regarding the Frasent Government 
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fhe present Government is not reactionary by nature. Nothing pravents 1%, 
or ite top men, from following liberal policies. They de not follow them, 
however, or make any efforte towards thig end. The Socialist members of 
the LD Party have frequently been persecuted end exiled. Eight now there 
is still a sienificant number of ELD trade union members in exile. ELD 
has taken and is st111 taking steps to help them. 


The Government has an extraordinary opportunity, following the recent SHS 

feclaration, to demonstrate to thoge in exile « mere conciliatory policy, 

and thus to unite people whose patriotic reaction againet the KZE declara- 
tiens has been a wholesome one. The Government has not, up to the present 
%jime, done anything in this spirit. 


in the face of thie negligence on the part of the present Government, another 
solntion mest be sought for the future. The best thing would be the forme~ 
tion of a “Democratic Front" or, 4n order to avoid useing the term "Front", 
which has an umtrtunate connotation, the formation of a "Union" cr a “Demo- 
eratic Mobilization” in the form of a "third force®, including all the 
progressive forces of the country, but excluding the Communists.” 


this "Democratic Union" will extend to the left wing (including various 
Socialist groupe among the Progressives of Tecuderoa), to the entourage of 
wenerai Plastiraa, to the bine men who slened the eable to Evatt, apd to 

ail those belonging to the Liberal Parties of Sefoulis and Venizelos, as 
wall as to those in the Populist Party, who might desire to participate 

ia the "Demooratic Mobilization”. (Svolos mentioned the ezample of a 
Populist Member of Parliamant for Lamia, whose moderation and good-will are 
auch that he might be a member of the "Democratic Mobilization.) 


fhe formation of a "Democrntic Union” ia right now the primary objective 
of the BLD, and the greatest parsonal desire of Svolos. This "Union" 
could ba realized either throveh a closa collaboration of the parties and 
grenpe or through not hurting the feelings of tha parties (sis). The 
*"Union* could be formed an a sort of a mobilization of distinguished 
persons belonging to the various groups and paréies; however, their 
analgenation within the frame of such e "Democratic Union" would act have 
any effective strength unless agreements are made with a mumber of Secial- 
ist groups which are now independent of ELD. 


An amalgamation of ELD with the Progressive Party of Taouderos is an idea 
proposed by some impartial observers who are well-informed as to the 

Greek psychology. It is, however, uot only an unestainable proposal, bat 

a futile one as well, for putting a Soctalist label on a party correspont~ 
ing to the Radical-Socilalist Party of Frence would only etrengthen Communien, 
ainca a vacuum would be areated which would have to be filled by a real 
Suclelist Party. The existence of a pure Socialist Party on the politivdal 
scene in Grasce is necessary, but the existence of a progressive bourgeois 
democratic party should not keep these two partlea from closely collabora- 


% A The, 


She idea of forming a “Democratic Union" has been the objective of the BLD 
for the past year or so, and was approved without reservations by the 
repregontatives ef CONISCO duriag their visit to Graeco in February 1949. 


in principle Svolos is well-disposed towards such groups, naturally eco 
towards those which remained purely Socialist, such as the Independent 
Secialist groupa of Papaioannou and Becononou. 
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Fesition Recarding the Union of Greace with the | 
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George Beonomou created some dinsatisfaction in the ranks of BL) by the 
atand which he took at the time of his withdrawal from EA Ih 1944. 

At that time Economou and ioannou Parsalides formad a Socialist Party 
which in reality wae created by the Communists, ana which was Lneorporated 
inte ESM as a counterweight to, and in order to neutralize, BLD. Svyolos 
coumented that Economou'sa conduct was somewhat injurious to Bll; however, 
such minor dissatiafaoction ani irritations should not crente serious 
opposition. 


Syolos stated that his Party did not expect azsleamation of the type 
achieved between ELD and SKE during the cccupation, an amalgamation 
which was #0 complete that their membere today can no longer remanuber 
their origin, nor doas it make any difference. Such amalgamation has 
little chance of being achieved with the Independent Sooialist Group 
{(aSO), ASO is composed of members who, at a given moment, will abandon 
ELD, “slamming the door behind them". However, Svolos declared, all 
this cannot possibly prevent the realization of an approach between 
persona inspired by the sama ideology. Any number of ways can be found 
$0 realize a rapprochement which would quickly result in a definite amal- 
SamMatlon o 


This movament was initially conceived by COMISCO, and some prograse towards 


{tn realization wae made; but later, because of some opposition from the 
British Labor Party, this matter had no further result. The idea of the 
navement for a United States of Southern Europe was taken up agsin, not by 
the Soctalist narties themselves, but by individual members and leaders of 
the parties (such as Maroaan and Pivert in Franco). 


When COMISUCO vas asked by ELD as to ites stand towards this movement, a 
reply was finally given, without enthusisam, thes the Party waa left free 
to act as it wished, From this Swolee concluded that the Greek Union for 
a United States of Southern Europe offered suitable ground for useful 
sontacts between the progressives of the various partice, but not a “move- 
ment” which ELD ecovld adopt, in view of the reservad stand of COMISCO and 
aspecially of the British Labor Farty. 


Views in Berard to the Americans and the Britiah 


18. 


49. 


a. 


fhe Britieh are in the position of "god-father" to the present Greek 
Government. Consequently it 4s difficult for them, under the present 
circumstances, to favor the formation of a broader Socialist Farty, a 
"Democratic Mobilization", or any other action looking towards the 
ereation of organized opposition te the present Government. 


for this reason Svolos did not contact the accredited British and 
American representatives in Greece. Ha vould rather seek to contact 
those menbers of the Britieh labor Party who come to Greece (auch as, 
for example, Dennis Healy, who had recently arrived). Through their 
intervention Svolos hopas tc initiate negotiations with the ruling 
circlea of the Labor Party which, aocording to him, has commanding 
influence in COMISCO ciroles. 


Hvoloa asid that he would ba happy if the Socialist parties of the 
Western European countries, especially the Socialist Party of France, 
would help towards the realization of a "Democratic Union". The faot 

485 he addled, the forelen parties are waiting for some sleu of initintive 
from the Greeks thenselver before supporting them, while the Greeks ex- 
pest the forsign Socialist parties “to bold their foot s0 that they 
could put it in the stirrup", very much like a vicious circle. 
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Syolos, however, believes that the Fronch Socialist Party could render 
invaluable help if 1% would send some of 148 members to Gresce to contact 
the Creek Socialists. It would also help if the French Socialist Party 
vould attempt on a large scale (through the press, radio, or lecturas) 
$0 cultivate the idea of forming a “third political force" in Greece; 
that ls to say, a "Democratic Union", which alone, in Svolos! opinion, 
could unite and, little by little, aid the peaceful political balance 
in Greece in one or tvo election canpal ena. 


ronment: It is interesting, in this connection, te 


note similar reference to a "third force” made by Gregory 
Kasimatis ii 
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